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TWO RIVER PEOPLE
By Lynne Ward

The Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF) recently hosted its 37th Annual
Dinner Dance Gala at Fairway Farm in Red Bank. MCF celebrated the Year of the
Horse with honorees Nona Balaban and Dennis Drazin (couple in center), counsel

and president of the of the NJ Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association respectively.  Honorary
chairs, Monica and John Ryan celebrated with MCF trustees, supporters and friends for a
great evening of dancing and fundraising to preserve and protect the open spaces, natural
habitat and land preservation throughout Monmouth County. Pictured with honorees Nona
and Dennis Drazin are Senators Joe Kyrillos and Jennifer Beck.

Ann and Sheldon Vogel
have been MCF supporters

for many years.

MONMOUTH CONSERVATION FOUNDATION’S ANNUAL DINNER DANCE WAS HELD AT FAIRWAY FARM:
LAND PRESERVATION A TOP PRIORITY
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Courtney Trent, Taylor Brown and Amanda McKean.

Kelly Mooij (left) with
Erin and Tom Gilbert
from Keep it Green.

From left: Doug Steinbrech,
Mark Gilberson, Susie

Gibertson and 
Skip Brannin.

Lucy and Mazin Kalian, both looking dapper as usual!

Adele Keller (former MCF executive director) with Lisa
McKean (MCF director of marketing).

Chris Brighton with his beautiful daughter Tilden. The
Brightons are past MCF Dinner Dance Gala hosts.

Paul Brown (president of Monmouth University) with Trudy
and Charlie Parton.

Carrie and Ron Drazin.

PHOTOS COURTESY TINA COLLELA



TWO RIVER PEOPLE
By Lynne Ward

The Monmouth Museum (located in Lincroft on the campus of Brookdale Community
College) recently hosted a Beer and Chili Ball fundraiser featuring several types of
delicious chili and beer from Shore Point Distributors, and silent and chance auctions.

Committee members came together for a group photo and included (front row): Ben
Fleishner, Holly Lyttle, Pat Guadagno, Gail VanWinkle; (middle row): Stan Cain, Avis
Anderson (executive director), Sue Juncosa and Kathy Mohlmann as well as (back row):
Kathy Pojawa, Craig Gunter and Joe McArdle.

Monmouth Museum board
members present at the
event included (from left):
Robin Fitzmaurice, Doug
Yorke, Jeanne Wurmser,
Ben Fleischner, Kathy
Pojawa, Michael Rubin,
Faye Zealand, Linda
Martin, Avis Anderson,
Carol Stout and Jeff
Wrightson.

BEER AND CHILI BALL RAISED FUNDS FOR MONMOUTH MUSEUM
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Three beloved stories by Eric Carle — The Mixed-Up Chameleon, Little Cloud and The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar — are retold on stage through the magic of evocative music, stunning visual e�ects and 
innovative puppetry. An imaginative and delightful hour-long production for our youngest audiences!

FOR AGES 2+ 

TICKETS $20 for Adults & $15 for Children Under 12 

M IDDLETOWN –Defend ing  BDivision Centralg i r l s  s o c c e r
champion Mater Dei Prep
took another step toward a
repeat title Monday with a 4-0
shutout over Ranney School.

“If we beat Shore Regional
and Point Beach this week,
we’ll win the title,” Mater Dei
Prep first year coach Ted
Ritter said. “We lost last 
year’s leading scorer, Julia
McCarthy due to a torn ACL
before the season, but several
of the girls have stepped up.”

Mater Dei Prep did all of
its scoring in the first half
with senior Lindsey Florio
responsible for the first two
goals of the game. Her first
goal was from in close and the
second was deflected off the
Ranney goalie’s hands.“Lindsey has done a  

good job for us replacing
McCarthy,” Ritter said. “We
switched her from center-
midfielder to center-forward
this year and she leads the
team in goals with six. Claire
Begley has also played well

for us.”
Begley and Brooke Trotta

scored the other goals for
the Seraphs (5-4-1). Mater
Dei leads the division with a
4-1-1 record.“We have a good senior

back line,” Ritter said. “Our
goalie, Katie Viscardi, has
six shutouts this season. 
Our goal is to repeat as
champions.”Ranney (2-6) has had a

slow start, but coach Ian
McNamara is hopeful that his
team can turn it around.“We just had a tough

schedule early in the season
along with some injuries,”
McNamara said, “but we
expect to turn it around and
get better.”

Mater Dei Prep had a 26-10
advantage in shots with
Viscardi making three stops.

Mater Dei Prep Heading for 
Repeat Girls Soccer Title

By Jim Hintelmann
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downs and got the ball on its
own 20. This time, the
Lancers drove 80 yards in 10
plays with Brown tying the
game with a 32-yard touch-
down run with a second left in
the quarter.“We grew up a little bit

tonight,” Ciccotelli said. “We
were able to run the ball bet-
ter and Brown made a lot of
good decisions.”SJV scored the go-ahead

touchdown with 7:55 remain-
ing when Haskins scored on a
46-yard run down the right
sidelines.

Rumson threatened one
more time when it marched to
the Rumson 23. O’Connor
then ran 11 yards for an appar-
ent first down at the 12, but a
costly holding penalty nulli-
fied the run. O’Connor then
was dropped for a 7-yard loss

on a fourth-and-seven play.“I was proud of my team,”
R u m s o n  c o a c h  B r y a n
Batchler said. “We didn’t have
Volker and two linemen, but
I’m hopeful that they will be
back next week.“We did an excellent job of

executing in the first half,” he
said. “O’Connor was unbe-
lievable and Vecchiarelli 
(121 yards rushing) did a
great job.”

SJV began the game with
a rush, scoring on its first
two possessions. It moved 80
yards in eight plays on its
first series with running
back Calvin Beaty scoring on
a 1-yard run. Brown complet-
ed 4-of-5 passes for 34 yards
in the drive. Joseph Rice
kicked the first of five extra
points.

Rumson couldn’t move
the ball, and SJV regained
possession and moved 64
yards with Brown throwing a
14-yard touchdown pass to
Dan Calabro.

“We just missed some
defensive assignments,”
Batchler said. “We also didn’t
finish our two drives in the
second half.”O’Connor and Vecchiarelli,

however, led a strong Rumson
comeback that saw the
Bulldogs score 28 unan-
swered points.O’Connor began the come-

back with a 68-yard touch-
down run to narrow the
deficit to 14-7, and Sam
Eisenstadt tied the game with
a 1-yard to cap a 72-yard, 14-
play drive.

O’Connor put Rumson in
front with an 11-yard touch-
down run after Vecchiarelli
set it up with a 47-yard run.
O’Connor followed with his
73-yard touchdown run just
before halftime. SJV then
came up with its second half
rally.

Rumson travels to Long
Branch for a non-conference
game Friday, Oct. 10, while
SJV plays host to Manchester.

SJV
Continued from Page 18
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RFH’s Sam Eisenstadt, No. 7, breaks up a pass intended for SJV’s Khalil Haskins, No. 2.

Haskins scored the winning touchdown for the Lancers on a 46-yard run in the fourth quarter.

SEAN SIMMONS

Mater Dei Prep’s Olivia Montanti, No. 11, and Ranney’s

Brooke Fromkin, No. 7, chase after a loose ball.

SEAN SIMMONS

Ranney’s Emily Kachinski, No. 17, dribbles past Mater Dei

Prep’s Jordan Elena Maxson, No. 6, during Monday’s game.

SPORTS
St. John Vianney 

Scores Win over Bulldogs

By Jim Hintelmann
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UMSON – It was a

battle of two good

offensively minded

teams in Thursday’s

early season A Divis ion 

showdown of Rumson-Fair

Haven Regional and St. John

Vianney.

In the end, it was SJV com-

ing up with a come-from-

behind 35-28 victory before a

capacity crowd at Two River

Times Field.

The win puts the Lancers

in good position to win their

first division championship

since 1982.

Rumson played without

its top scorer, Charlie Volker,

who was sidelined with a

high ankle sprain, along with

two starting linemen, but

q u a r t e r b a c k  M i c h a e l

O’Connor and tailback Matt

Vecchiarelli did a brilliant

job of filling in and just

missed coming up with a

great victory.

SJV used a strong effort

from quarterback Anthony

Brown and Khalil Haskins to

overcome a 28-14 halftime

deficit. Brown scored two

touchdowns, rushed for 85

yards and passed for 123 more

while Haskins scored the win-

ning touchdown on a 47-yard

run in the final quarter.

“We just tackl d   

te    
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the third quarter with Brown

scoring on a 9-yard run to cut

he lead to 28-21.

 held Rumson for

 
 

 
  

 

 Michael Murdock, No. 43, during last Thursday’s game at Two River
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Catherine Wimmer, 12,

was the overall winner

in the women’s race

with a personal

best 19:23, which is 

a 6 minute and 15 

second per mile pace.  

Story page 20
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OCEANPORT – The dirt
began to fly on a portion of
Monmouth Park’s property
Wednesday morning with
high hopes for the future.

A line of racetrack repre-
sentatives joined elected offi-
cials and others involved for
the ceremonial groundbreak-
ing for the construction of a
project its proponents say is
a major step forward toward
establishing the racetrack as
a year-round destination.

The project will include the
construction of an amphithe-
ater that, when completed,
will be capable of seating up
to 7,500 spectators; plus a 

full-service restaurant; and an
approximately 1,200- foot
board walk that is expected 
to contain concessions and
other attractions.

“This ll 

 

 

a worldwide sporting and
music presenter, to use the
location for as many as 25 to
40 concerts during the sea-
son, which would likely run

 l t  September.
   

  

 

ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS
– Warriors sometimes need
angels to look out for them.

That is what Patricia
Malloy believes, so she and
five other women now con-
duct an annual benefit to help
returning veterans with some
of the financial challenges
they may find as they re-enter
civilian life.

Malloy, who co-owns Neil
Michael’s Steakhouse at 965
state Highway 36 with her
husband Neil Malloy, has
been working for three years
with the other women to hold
a fundraiser, called the Angel
Warrior Benefit, to assist
some area veterans.

This year’s event, which
b  held from noon to 3

2  at Neil
 

The benefit – as in years
p a s t  –  w i l l  a s s i s t  t w o
Monmouth County veterans,
who have not been named.

The vets were selected
with the assistance of the
New Jersey Veterans Admin -
is tration. Along with offering
assistance to returning sol-
diers, a portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the
Wounded Warrior Project,
Malloy said.

Malloy started the project
as a way, in part, to honor the
memory of her son, Michael
Breen, a former U.S. Marine,
who served in Iraq and who
later died at age 27 in 2011. “I
was trying to find a purpose
for my own life” at that time,
she said.

The event also was a way
of “trying to help get two

 back on their feet,”
 g support
  lps

Monmouth Park Breaks Ground for
Concert Venue, Restaurant

By John Burton

ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS – The Front Porch Club is about
more than the chili.

“It’s an eclectic group but we do have common interests,”
member Brian Boms said.

The now decade-old club held its annual Chilifest cook-off
on Sept. 27 at the borough’s historic Strauss Mansion.
Organizers said the event attracted more than 500 people with
40 businesses offering support. The event raised more than
$10,000 for the newly formed Henry Hudson Tri-District
Education Foundation and other groups.

The club involvement goes well beyond its signature event. 
The club has a book group, children’s play group and 

regularly conducts dinner and other social gatherings and
activities.

As co-founder and borough resident Benson Chiles
describes the organization, “It’s a place-based, online commu-
nity that brings people together socially and encourages a
sense of community.”

It also continues, “to seek out newcomers,” member
Charlotte Magee said.

The club also has a Facebook group, now limited to its cur-
rent members, which allows participants to communicate
and share information. The social media forum is ideal for
members to ask and find out where they can find babysitters,
reliable contractors and other needed information, she said.

“It’s always been about connecting gaps,” Chiles said.
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COURTESY MONMOUTH PARK

The artist’s rendering for the new amphitheater to be built at Monmouth Park. 
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Finding a Way 
to Help Veterans

By John Burton

Continued on Page 7

Meeting New
Friends on the

Front Porch
By John Burton

Celebrating the groundbreaking of a concert amphitheater, restaurant and concessions boardwalk at Monmouth Park are, from

left: Jim Noe and Perry Noe of Kelso Construction; construction manager Alan Nau; Bill Coyne of Benjamin R. Harvey

Construction; John Forbes, president of N.J. Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association (NJTHA); Nona Balaban and her husband

Dennis Drazin, who is the advisor to Darby Development, LLC, and NJTHA; Jerry Bakal of Thoroughbred Management, Inc.;

Oceanport Mayor Michael Mahon; NJTHA Executive Director Mike Musto; Monmouth County Freeholder Serena DiMasi; and

Oceanport Councilman Chris Paglia. SCOTT LONGFIELD
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Rich Oddo, Mike Heady,
Pat Guadagno and 

Phil Rizzo provided some
great tunes for attendees to
kick up their heels and

dance.Taphy and Gene Harcsar.
From left: Joe and Sarah Lepis, Krissy Callari, Stan Cain
and Valerie Schiafone.

David and Sandy Taylor (art education director for
Monmouth Arts) with event sponsor Laura Brunetti 
(center) of the Brunetti Foundation. 

JON BON JOVI SOUL KITCHEN HOSTED EVENT FOR AMANDA’S EASEL

180 Turning Lives Around  and Amanda’s Easel Creative Arts Therapy Program recently
partnered with the Jon Bon Jovi Soul Kitchen in Red Bank for their second annual client
art exhibit.The arts therapy program uses the arts in many different forms to help devel-

op coping skills for clients post trauma. The exhibit was named “Turning Over a New Leaf”
and aimed to encourage community members of Monmouth County to be catalysts of change
against domestic violence.  Pictured are Cindi Westendorf, program coordinator for
Amanda’s Easel, Dorothea Bon Jovi of JBJSK and Ron and Karen Wengert, longtime
Amanda’s Easel supporters.

Monmouth 
University
students

came out to
support the

event.

180 & JBJ Soul
kitchen staff members
came together at the

recent event and smiled
for the camera! 

PHOTOS COURTESY
LAUREN BRAJER



The mission of Monmouth Arts is to enrich Monmouth County by inspiring and 
fostering the arts. “Inspire, Create, Celebrate” was recently held at Mc Loone’s  Pier
House to recognize the power of a strong arts community, and honored Becky

Weinberg and the Weinberg family for their support of artists and the arts and The Count
Basie Theatre for their contributions to Red Bank and the region as a community arts leader.
From left are Ainsley Hilfiker, Becky and Max Weinberg (with a fabulous public display of
affection), Sharon Day and Christopher Friedel. 

The event committee
included (from above left):
Cheryl Cummings, Judy
Mumford-Guerry, Jan

Kent, Kathy Donnelly and
Pam Marvin (Gala 

co-chairs), Barbara Reid,
Gail Van Winkle and Kim

Honecker. 

BECKY WEINBERG & FAMILY AND COUNT BASIE THEATRE HONORED 
AT MONMOUTH ARTS’ CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS EVENT

TWO RIVER PEOPLE
By Lynne Ward
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310 Broad Street Red Bank New Jersey  07701  Tel: 732.747.0226

www.thompsonmemorial.com

BRUCE S. THOMPSON •  OWNER & MANAGER

NJ LIC #3740

 A privately owned funeral home providing personal service for the families of our community. 

T H O M P S O N  M E M O R I A L  H O M E

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

“If your better half informs you 
that he or she 

has hired Paone, settle.”
                                   New Jersey Monthly

PAONE, ZALESKI, BROWN & MURRAY
120 Maple Avenue  Red Bank

732.750.9797  
John P. Paone, Jr.

The dream team from the Count Basie (event honoree) with community leaders: Don Burry,
Yvonne Scudiery (director of education), Shannon Eadon (director of development), Jon
Vena (director of marketing), Ann Ciabattoni (director of membership), Adam Philipson
(president and CEO), Izzy Sackowitz (director of operations), Lillian Burry (Freeholder
director) and Brian and Joanna Leddin.

Bob and Mary Eileen Fouratt (Monmouth Arts executive
director) with Lillian Burry and Kim and Bob Honecker.
Kim Honecker is the chair of the board of trustees and served
as the event co-chair. 

Lovely ladies (from left): Jackie Chesley, Joyce Urbanski, Eileen Kennedy, Jill Kerwick
(event sponsor, of the Jill Kerwick and Arthur Kontos Foundation), Elizabeth Urbanski and
Katie Stone. 

Familiar and friendly faces (from left): Maggie Riker, Thom White (of the Thom White
Band, event entertainers), Lynne Mangini, Dave Taylor and Robin and Jim Fitzmaurice.

Patti and Tom Gilmour
(director of economic 
development, City of 
Asbury Park).  

Jim Hickey (board member,
Monmouth Arts) with his
dazzling wife Marcia Sue
Clever.



Something was definitely brewing at
the historic Allen House in
Shrewsbury … Tavernfest! Unlimited

brew (by Carton Brewing), unlimited tav-
ern spirits (by Rumson Wine and Spirits)
and a bottomless barbeque buffet (by Local
Smoke) made it a well-attended, memorable
evening to raise funds for the Monmouth
County Historical Association. In colonial
days (c.1710) the Allen House served as
the town court, town hall, post office, dance
hall, tavern and general gathering place.
The property is now operated by the
MCHA and has been meticulously restored.
Historical Association board member
Jennifer Mullins (left) is joined here by
Nicholas McCabe, Sandy Muheren
(board member and event co-chair) and
director Evelyn Murphy.

Charlie and Kara Short (board member) with Patty
Szakats (board member).

HISTORIC ALLEN HOUSE HOSTED TAVERNFEST FOR MONMOUTH COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

TWO RIVER PEOPLE
By Lynne Ward
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Ocean Medical Center
Riverview Medical Center
Southern Ocean Medical Center
Bayshore Community Hospital

Meridian Network of Physicians 
Meridian At Home
Meridian Behavioral Health
Meridian Rehabilitation

K. Hovnanian Children’s Hospital at Jersey Shore University Medical Center 

Meridian Pediatric NetworkTaking Care of 
New Jersey

Your high flyer gets grounded.

You get her to your Meridian Pediatrician.

You get her an appointment with a 

pediatric specialist.

She gets back to soaring again.

With the Meridian Pediatric Network you get the 
reassurance of:

>  275 pediatricians in 75 locations

>  5 Pediatric Emergency Care Centers

>   More than 100 pediatric specialists at  
K. Hovnanian Children’s Hospital

To get an appointment with a Meridian pediatrician, 
call 1-800-DOCTORS. To get more information, 
visit MeridianPediatricNetwork.com. 

© 2014 Meridian Health

Committee members Jim and Amy Almasy and Christianna
Harvey (center).

A fun foursome! Bob Sickles, Laurie Bratone (director of
development), Lynne Ward (yours truly) and Doug Douty. 

PHOTO COURTESY PIM VAN HEMMEN

MCHA board
member
Norm
Hungerford
with Kay
Smith and
Laurie
Bratone.

From left: board member Nelson Kuperberg, event co-chair
Linda Bricker and Rick Willgerodt and Karen Farrell
(from the Joe Romanowski Culinary Education Foundation).

Augie Carton (of Carton Brewing), Adam and Liz Rechnitz
and Quinn and Lisa McKean (of Monmouth Conservation
Foundation).

Angie Sinicki (left) is the assistant director of development for the Historical
Association and is pictured here with Tavernfest co-chair Linda Bricker and
Laurie Bratone.

From left: committee member Jamie Wark, board member
Sarah Bradley, Augie Carton and board member Ann
Reiss.

Liza Risin, Michaela and Jamie Wark and Shawn
McDermott.


